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The detection of specific chromosome rearrangements has facilitated the mapping and isolation of genes associated with several important mendelian disorders.' Classical examples are X;autosomal translocations in girls affected with X linked recessive disorders,2 microdeletions in subjects suffering from different, but closely linked, specific disorders (contiguous deletion syndromes), 3 and deletions in patients with non-specific symptoms like mental retardation/congenital anomalies, who also suffer from an easily recognisable mendelian disorder, such as retinoblastoma. 4 shown in the mother of the cytogenetically abnormal patient detected in the present survey, non-random inactivation of the rearranged X chromosome may occur.5 Female carriers of such rearrangements will thus tend to be unaffected and will be able to transmit the rearrangement to male offspring.
In conclusion, in many X linked disorders specific chromosomal mutations will be less frequent than in autosomal disorders. The male Menkes patient with the abnormal X chromosome studied by us 
